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I HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT "WORD OF MOUTH IS THE BEST ADVERTISEMENT"!

Below you will find an article written by Dennis Cirillo (a NY basketball official) about the Seashore Basketball Officials 
Clinic, in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey,  which he attended last June. Dennis wrote this article for a program entitled 
officiating.com. If you would like to read all of Dennis'  articles about last years clinic (16 so far) please feel free to log on 
to www.officiating.com.

**********************************************************

A Family-Oriented Clinic — Part I
Wildwood, N.J. here we come!
Dennis Cirillo

Dennis Cirillo is a retired NYPD Lieutenant who has been wearing the striped shirt since 1998. He officiates basketball 
and football, working both sports at the varsity level. He welcomes your comments and insights and can be reached at 
denniscirillo@officiating.com

***********************************************************

ou are like me. You love the game of basketball! If you didn't, you wouldn't be a member of officiating.com.

You read our articles to pick up sound advice that will help you improve your game. If you are really dedicated to your 
advocation, you have probably attended camps. Some officials I know attend numerous camps each summer. That's 
dedication and hard work!

Unfortunately, working numerous games during the season and attending camps during the off-season takes its toll on 
the family. But not this time!

John Koskinen, a longtime official who is now one of the top assignors of Division II and III basketball in the mid Atlantic 
region, recognized the hardships endured by many officials and their families. He had a solution.

For the past fourteen years, John has been running a clinic that combines a weekend getaway for the family with a 
vigorous workout for the official. And why not have that clinic in beautiful Wildwood, New Jersey, where John is a 
summer resident?

A little more about John

John has officiated Division I college basketball for more than twenty years and twice officiated in the NCAA “Sweet 
Sixteen.” He has officiated in The Atlantic Ten, Big East, Northeast,  MAAC, American East, Colonial, Ivy, and Patriot 
leagues.

He retired from officiating at the conclusion of the 2000-01 season. For the past fifteen years he has worked for the 



Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference and the Pennsylvania Athletic Conference in the position of assignor of men’s 
basketball officials for Division II and III colleges in the Philadelphia, Lehigh/Scranton, Harrisburg, and Baltimore/
Washington areas. But, enough about John....

I'm going to the Jersey Shore

Located on the barrier island of Five Mile Beach in Cape May County on the Jersey Shore, is an oceanfront hotel known 
as Bal Harbour. The hotel is located in Wildwood Crest.

  

During the weekend of June 2, the hotel housed one hundred and forty-five basketball officials. I was one of them! In the 
hotel were officials who participated in some of the biggest basketball games at just about every level, including the 
NBA.  Unfortunately, I wasn't one of those.

But each of the officials present had one thing in common: a burning desire to improve his/her game. John was there to 
assist them in doing just that.

Joining me on my "working" vacation were my wife Rosemarie, Joe Gaskin, who is the president of my basketball 
association, his family, and fellow official Sam Dominick and his wife Gloria. The only sacrifice they made was enduring 
the three-hour drive from Long Island.

How John pulls it off

How do you combine a "working clinic" with a family vacation? John makes it seem so easy!
• First, you have to have a great location like the Jersey Shore. Our hotel, the Bal Harbour sits right on the beach. 

Needless to say, there are plenty of activities for the kids, including a game room.

• Next, offer an extended stay for the official who is able to get away a little longer than the weekend. Unfortunally, 
I couldn't take advantage of the great rates John was able to secure for the extra nights.



 
 

• Split the clinic into two days. The first session was Friday night starting at 7:00 p.m., followed by a poolside pizza 
party at about 9:15. The second session was held Saturday morning starting at 9:00.

• Get great speakers!

Get great speakers

Now obviously, I'm not referring to stereo speakers like Bose. I'm referring to the likes of Ed Rush, Stan Rote, Hank 
Nichols, Mickey Crowley, Jim Burr, Tim Higgins, Joe Crawford, Bob Donato, Frank Scagliotta, and Edgar Cartotto. There 
are far too many people to mention here, all of whom came to speak at the Seashore Basketball Clinic.

But, speak they did, and that is what keeps more than one hundred officials attending the clinic each year.

The clinic

John is quick to point out that the focus of the clinic is not on the technical aspects of officiating but more on philosophy.

Speaking about the clinic, John was quoted in a local paper: "These guys go to a lot of clinics, and it's rules, rules, rules 
and positioning, positioning, positioning. All the time. But people like to hear about the war stories and the guy's 
experiences, so that's what we try to do."

Don't mistake this clinic for a basketball camp. You will not work any games, nor will you even pick up a basketball.

This year's speakers

John put an interesting line-up of speakers together for this year's clinic.

His first speaker on Friday night was Joe Lindsay, an NCAA Official who is 37 years of age and a rising star. Joe's topic 
was "Accountability."

Bob Adams, whom I am proud to say was a former IAABO Board 41 member (my board), was the second featured 
speaker on Friday night. Bob's topic was entitled "When Your Lights Go Out." There were quite a few teary eyes, 
including mine, at the conclusion of that topic.



On Saturday, the one and only Edgar Cartotta started the day by discussing "Game Management - Taking Care of 
Business."

Edgar was followed by St. Joseph's University Head Coach Phil Martelli. Phil discussed, appropriately enough, "Coach/
Officials Relations."

The final and featured speaker was none other than NBA Official Joe Crawford. Joe was in the midst of working the NBA 
Finals but still took time to enlighten his fellow officials. His topic of discussion was "Take the Guessing out of Officiating."

Hopefully, next year you'll join me there!

But even if you know you can't get there, join me on Friday, 23 June, when I'll take you to the Crest Pier Lecture Hall in 
Wildwood, New Jersey. You'll sit in on the Seashore Basketball Officials Clinic — and you will not even have to pay the 
clinic fee.

Dennis Cirillo is a retired NYPD Lieutenant who has been wearing the striped shirt since 1998. He officiates basketball 
and football, working both sports at the varsity level. He welcomes your comments and insights and can be reached at 
denniscirillo@officiating.com

y wife and I arrived at the Bal Harbour Hotel in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey, around 2:00 p.m. Registration 
was quick and uncomplicated.

We proceeded upstairs to our sixth floor room, which overlooked the ocean. The view was fantastic. The only problem 
was the weather.

John Koskinen (photo below), our clinic director, reminded everyone that there is an old Seashore saying,: "A bad day at 
the beach is better than a good day at home." That remained to be seen!



I went back downstairs to the hotel lobby and signed in for the clinic. Each official was presented with a vinyl black and 
white striped bag. In the bag were various items including a lanyard, Fox 40 whistle, two writing pads, a 2007 calendar 
book, instructional materials, and a gift for your spouse — or guest, as the case might be.

I didn't expect a gift bag, and the thought was appreciated!

Clinic time

John scheduled the first speaker for 7:00 p.m. Each speaker was limited to one hour. The starting time allowed everyone 
the chance to have dinner with his/her family before leaving for the clinic.

The clinic was held at the Crest Pier, which is just under a mile away from the hotel.

The facility, which has existed in some form since 1905, serves as Wildwood Crest's recreation center, offering adult 
sports programs, aerobics classes, youth leagues, and
a summer day camp. The environment, a basketball court, was air conditioned. Hooray!

*****************************************************************

The speakers for the 2007 clinic which will be held during the weekend of June 1st thru 3rd will be:

Lou Grillo - MEAC Conference Supervisor of Official who is also an NBA Official.
Bill "Speedy" Morris - Basketball Coach - St Joe Prep, LaSalle College, Roman Catholic
Tim McAleer - ECAC and CACC Supervisor of Officials who is also a Division 1 Official
Steve Javie - A Top NBA Official
Stan Rote - Retired Division Official

If you would like a Brochure for this years clinic (June 1st thru 3rd) in Wildwood Crest, New Jersey you should send an e-
mail to John Koskinen at (jmkkos@verizon.net) and remember if you want to read the 15 plus articles from last years 
clinic you should log on to : www.officiating.com



Don't miss this great clinic - Please feel free to forward this e-mail message to your friends.

John Koskinen
Clinic Director


